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The successful investigation and
prosecution of crimes require, in most
cases, the collection, preservation, and
forensic analysis of evidence. Forensic
analysis of evidence is often crucial to
determinations of guilt or innocence. The
FBI Handbook of Forensic Services
provides guidance and procedures for safe
and efficient methods of collecting,
preserving, packaging, and shipping
evidence and describes the forensic
examinations performed by the FBIs
Laboratory Division and Operational
Technology Division. All areas of forensic
examinations covered in great detail, some
of the major areas include Submitting
Evidence, Evidence Examinations, Crime
Scene Safety, and Crime Scene Search.  A
sample of the books content: Search at
questioned arson scenes for the following
items: candles, cigarettes, matchbooks,
Molotov cocktails, fused chemical masses,
or any electronic or mechanical devices an
arsonist may have used. Also search for
burn trails on cloth or paper, burn trails on
carpeted or hardwood floors, and the
removal of personal property or
commercial inventory. Ignitable liquids are
volatile and easily lost through
evaporation. Preserve evidence in airtight
containers such as metal cans, glass jars, or
heat-sealed plastic bags approved for fire
debris. Do not fill the containers to the top.
Pack to prevent breakage.This FBI
handbook is the official guide to all law
enforcement agencies in proper methods
for investigating crime scenes. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is an agency
of the United States Department of Justice
that serves as both a federal criminal
investigative body and an internal
intelligence agency. The FBI has
investigative jurisdiction over violations of
more than 200 categories of federal crime.
The FBIs headquarters, the J. Edgar
Hoover Building, is located in Washington,
D.C. Fifty-six field offices are located in
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major cities throughout the United States as
well as over 400 resident agencies in
smaller cities and towns across the country.
The FBIs main goal is to protect and
defend the United States against terrorist
and foreign intelligence threats, to uphold
and enforce the criminal laws of the United
States, and to provide leadership and
criminal justice services to federal, state,
municipal, and international agencies and
partners. The FBIs mandate is established
in Title 28 of the United States Code (U.S.
Code), Section 533, which authorizes the
Attorney General to appoint officials to
detect... crimes against the United States.
Other federal statutes give the FBI the
authority and responsibility to investigate
specific crimes.
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